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Passion, Ted Williams’ Gift
to America and Baseball

| BY ANNE R. KEENE

The national celebrition of Ted Williams
birth 2 cefitury ago proves thar Americans
loag for their old-fashioned baseball heroes,
Though the hirer's 406 ‘mark may aever be
=clipsed, some of the least-known periods of
Williams' milieary waining reveal the core
walwes and work ethic of the greatest hitter
who ever lived.

During the Sccond World War, bundreds of
Major League basehall players paused their
athletic careers to serve in the military, Tn
oday's world, imagine if Mooke Beres, D,
Martiner, and most of the Red Sox joined
the service. By their side would be managers,
comches and staff who run Feoway Park, from
Ticket takers 10 concessionaiees.

In 1942, Williams enlisted in the V-5 Naval
Aviation Cader Training Program, His goal
was(oioi:ndlemnksufﬁmm’:akwg\an
pilors. When he left baseball as the end of the
season, Williams channeled his passion into
aviation and never Jooked Back,

The grearest hitter who ever
Tived wrestled with 2 volcanic
temper.  Williams  used
epically profane language but
be had a big hearr, He was
always worried about the
kids who lacked the fiery
pagsicn thar dreve him.

By the time Williams
celebrated his  25th
birthday on  Aupuost
30, 1943, he had just
graduated from the
toughest  physical
training program in the
world for pilots. This
three-month course
took place a1 the
ULS. Navy Pre-Flight
School in Chapel Hill, North Caroling,
During this time, Willizms was geateful 10
the Navy for protecting him fom reporters
wha serutinized his every move, Witkin the
confines of this base, officers and fellow
cadets gave Williams a
mickname that smck with
him throughous the war -
“Regular Joe.”

As soon a3 be joined the
Mavy, Baseballs most
famous Regular Joe
disappearsd into a mix of
sviation cadets, The former
D-student at  Hoover
High stwdied constantly,
mastering difficult courses
like serodynamics and
hysics. He hiked hundreds
of riles through the woods
i survival taining, In oo,
he shaved 10 pounds off
his siring-bean frame at
the North Carslina camp,
Mot much of 5 swimmer
before the Navy, Williams
jumped inte pools lir with
gasaline fires and gained the
endurance te saim a mile,
The hitter played on the
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A recommencistion lotior fir Ted from the Rad Sex e
e Maval fviation Cadet Selection Board. Courtesy of
LS Navy, Mational Archives, 5T, Luis

Many baseball weam and missed dinner to tke
extra bawang practice, swinging in the dark
until his palms bled. Unbeknowns: 1o his
fans, Williams also made 2 name for himsslf
35 3 boxer. He sven pained the stention of
a pre-flight eoach who thoughe he had the
potential 1o fight at Madison Square Garden.

Williams paid awention to the lmle things
that say “I care,” such as making his bed
and polishing his boots. He mopped floors
withour complain, and never received a
demeric for foul Iangnage or disrespest.

After a short hiztus, Williams shipped o
Bunker Hill Naval Afr Stition on Seprember
18, 1943. Nicknamed the USS Cornfield,
Williarns: perfecied s takeaffs and landings at
this rural Indiana bess, becoming ome with the
plane. Basshall's Regular Joe finished his course
work two weeks early, graduating at the top of
s clasa. When Williams keft for Pensacola, FL,
o0 Doemiber 6 10 earn his golden wings, bewas
one af the most respected men on base,
RIGHT STUFF VALUES

The Splendid Splinter was unapologetic
abour the raw ambition forged as a lonely kid
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oa San Diege's sandlots. Passion drove his
desire for perfection in every pursuit—dfrom
hitting to fiy casting to his prowdesT pursuis g
a Marine fighter pilor, where he served as John
Glean's wingman in Korea, Glenn trained
in the same aviation program as Williams,
‘becoming a Nawy V-5 recruiter in | 942, When
Erguize magazine shadewed Le. Glenn on a
TCCruiting tour, the reporter mentionad the
right “stuff™ traite that the fighs board looked
for—imtangikle, intrinsically roated values
thar make & naval aviator. The words feasless,
bumble, loyal, and respectful come 1o mind.

Candidates selected for the program were
medest, squared-away guys who never
bragped about their achievements and were
mot afeaid to fail. The aspiring young fighte:
pilets like Williame 2lso had passion and
shared a deep respect for country—ecere
walues that ultimately wos the war.

Anme B, Keetie @ the author of Twe
CLOUDBUSTER Nivg, Ths Untors StoRy oF
TED WILLLAMS AND THE BaSERALL Tham Trar
Herpen Win WL Today, feccer thar 435 Major
Leagus World War I weterans remain with us,
FEDREERIEG & femeration of players mwho pased
their baseball cavesrs 1o serve their coummy,
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